
WSERC 2009

O U R  M I S S I O N  I S  TO  B U I L D  A N  AWA R E  A N D  
A C T I V E  C O M M U N I T Y T H AT  P R O T E C T S ,   
P R E S E RV E S ,  A N D  E N H A N C E S  O U R  N AT U R A L ,  
H U M A N ,  A N D  E C O N O M I C   
R E S O U R C E S .  

Shared Values — how we do it 
•  CO LLA BO RAT IVE:  WE WORK CO LLABO RAT IVELY WIT H  

A LL  S EG M ENT S O F  T HE  C O M MU NI T Y T O  F I N D T HE  B E ST  

SO LUT IONS.  
•  GRASSRO OT S:  OUR ME MB ERS CO LLE CT IV E LY DE CI DE 

OUR DI RECT ION AND CARRY OUT  THE PLANS.  
•  RESPECTFUL:  W E RE VE RE T HE ENVI RO NM ENT  A ND I T S  

NAT URA L RE SO URCE S— AI R,  LA ND A ND W AT ER A ND T HE 

PEO P LE  W HO  D EP E N D UP O N  T H EM.  
•  RE S PO NSI B LE:  WE APPRO A CH OUR WO RK WIT H 

I NT EG RI T Y ;  W E A RE RE S PO NSI B LE F O R  O U R A CT I O N S;  

WE DO W HAT  WE SAY.  
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Goals — what we do 
•  EDUCATE AND ADVOCATE F O R A  HE A LT HY  E NVI RO N ME NT   

•  SUP PO RT  A  RE NEWABLE AND D IVE RSE ECONOMY 

•  ENCO URAGE CIT I Z E N I N VO LV E ME NT  



WSERC’s 2009 Accomplishments 

Outreach  
 
 

Events: 
 

•2nd Alternative Energy Expo 
and Energy Exploratorium     

•Energy Forum 
•Public Lands Forum 
•Hikes to Dominguez Canyon, 
Crag Crest, Beckwith, Camel-
back, and Crystal Reservoir  

•Patagonia Wild & Scenic 
Film Festival 

•Silent auction at Cherry Days 
•Global Warming and Wildlife 
presentation. 

 
 

Other Outreach Activities: 
 

•Updated Delta County  
  Recycle Guide 
•Newsletters 
•Merchant-Herald  column 
“Uncommon Ground” 

•Action alerts  
•News stories 
•Letters to the editor 
•Delta County Recycling   
message phone: 399-2940 

•Delta County recycling    
website: 
www.DeltaCountyRecycling.
org. 
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• Protecting wildlife and agricultural 
lands. WSERC and Mountain Coal Com-
pany’s Conservation Assistance Program 
helped North Fork farmers and ranchers 
place another 1,000 acres in conservation 
easements, a total of 5,000 acres since 2005.  
 

• Combating global warming. WSERC 
and Mountain Coal Company convinced the 
Bureau of Land Management to give the coal 
company ownership of the millions of cubic 
feet of methane gas released each day during 
mining. Ownership gives the mine the right 
to capture the gas, which would reduce its 
contribution to global warming. WSERC 
gave presentations on methane capture tech-
nology to the Governor’s Energy Office, 
U.S. Forest Service, and Gunnison County 
Commissioners.  
 

• Ensuring responsible gas develop-
ment.  WSERC researched possible harmful 
effects of a proposed project that would 
build ponds in Delta County to evaporate 
contaminated water from gas wells in Gar-
field County. WSERC co-organized a public 
meeting in Delta, and we sent action alerts, 
passed out fliers, and spoke on KVNF radio.  
 

In 2008 WSERC sent 70 members to hear-
ings before the Colorado Oil and Gas Con-
servation Commission (COGCC) in Grand 
Junction to advocate for stronger gas devel-
opment regulations. When the next round of 
COGCC rule making starts in 2010, WSERC 
will organize more citizen input. 
 

WSERC researched and informed members 
about Gunnison Energy Corporation’s re-
quest for unitization on Oak Mesa. 
 

• Ecological Research. WSERC members 
helped U.S. Forest Service scientists collect 
data on Sudden Aspen Decline near Terror 
Creek and Leroux Creek. We also helped the 
Forest Service monitor rare fen vegetation 
on Grand Mesa. 
 

• Advocating for wilderness.  In 2008, 
WSERC gained support for federal legisla- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

tion that in 2009 created the Dominguez 
Canyon Wilderness and the Dominguez-
Escalante National Conservation Area.  
 

• Black Canyon National Park. On De-
cember 31, 2008 a legal win by WSERC and 
four other groups resulted in permanent pro-
tection of water rights for the Gunnison 
River flowing through the national park. 
 

• Advocating for roadless areas.   In 
2009, WSERC joined other groups in sub-
mitting formal comments arguing that the 
proposed Colorado Roadless Rule must be 
strengthened. We  are now pushing to pro-
hibit coal mining in the North Fork’s Currant 
Creek roadless area. In November, 2008 
WSERC sent two members to Washington, 
DC where they addressed the Roadless Area 
Conservation National Advisory Committee 
on behalf of WSERC and 21 other environ-
mental groups. 
 

• Travel management. WSERC submit-
ted formal comments on the Gunnison Na-
tional Forest’s Travel Management Plan. 
Our members’ on-the-ground knowledge has 
been key in advising the Forest Service on 
which roads and trails should be closed to 
protect wildlife and the back-country experi-
ence. 
 

• Promoting sustainability.  In October, 
2009 WSERC organized its second Alterna-
tive Energy Expo in Delta that drew 500 
people over two days to hear speakers on 
solar heating, wind power, micro-hydro and 
other alternative technologies. For the first 
time we included an Exploratorium where 
160 middle school students experienced 
hands-on learning. WSERC updated and dis-
tributed the Delta County Recycling Guide, 
and made 9 presentations on how to recycle 
in the North Fork Valley. 
 

• Providing environmental education. 
WSERC organized educational events 
throughout the year including nature hikes 
and lectures (see column to right).  
 
 


